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Oklahoma Planner

President’s Notes

It is summer time again
and final plans are being
made for vacations. Have
a safe and fun trip. Hope
that every one of you and
your families are doing
well.

The chapter has a few
projects that we are put-
ting the finishing touches
on. The September work-
shop on downtown revi-
talization (Sept. 9 & 10)
is scheduled but needs
sponsors for the breaks.
The OML/OKAPA An-
nual conference (Sept. 19)
has all speakers pro-
grammed. The sessions
will include Rural Sprawl
and Using TIFs and BIDs.
You can download a reg-
istration form for either
workshop on the OKAPA
website (Www.
okplanning.org).

Please mark your calen-
dars for August 30™ to
visit the OU Planning
School for lunch, fol-
lowed by a round-table
discussion. In an effort to
forge a stronger relation-
ship among the planning
students, professionals,
and the chapter, the Ex-
ecutive Committee voted
to provide every student
with a Chapter Only

membership. OKAPA
will also provide an an-
nual award to a prominent
planning student with a
$500 stipend. Both of
these announcements will
be made at the lunch and
reception. The event will
allow students to network
with professionals and
meet real, live planners.
Bob Hunter, FAICP,
APA Region 3 Director,
will be present at the re-
ception and will lead a
discussion on the
“Fantastic Opportunities
for Planners in today's
Market.”

It is time once again to
begin the election process
for select OKAPA posi-
tions. The expiring terms
include Vice-President/
PDO, Secretary, and one
At-Large Board position.
Anyone who is interested
in running for these posi-
tions are encouraged to
contact Steve Boettcher,
AICP in the Tulsa area or
Mike Southard, AICP in
Shawnee. The chapter
has made great strides
during the last few years
and many more things are
to come. Elections will
be held this fall and new
terms will begin Novem-

ber 1%,

Nancy McNayr, AICP is
reviewing communities to
be highlighted on the
website in the Community
Parade section. If your
community is doing
something unique and you
would like to share it with
the rest of the state, please
correspond with her to
answer some questions.
You can contact Nancy
through the website or the
email address listed in
this newsletter.

Unless something
changes, this will be the
last published edition of
the Oklahoma Planner.
The Executive Committee
elected to move to an
electronic format in an
effort to cut costs and al-
low the Chapter to focus
on the website, work-
shops and other endeav-
ors. Your feedback is
extremely important to
evaluate this decision.

It has been a pleasure
serving the chapter in
many positions and I look
forward to my final year
as president.

ite Soutthand
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Act Encourages Rural Home Building

By Scott Hancock, Media Specialist, Oklahoma House of Representatives

The statute books will contain a new law
signed recently by Governor Keating that
suspends ad valorem taxes for up to half
a decade for houses built or improved
under certain criteria in Oklahoma.

Rep. Dale Turner, House sponsor of Sen-
ate Bill 1281, said the measure estab-
lishes the Oklahoma Housing Reinvest-
ment Program Act, which becomes effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2003. The purpose of the
measure is to "encourage reinvestment in
housing in those areas of Oklahoma for
which a demonstrated need for housing
exists but is not met through existing
public and private efforts by local gov-
ernmental entities," he related.

Statistics from the last census indicated
people moved elsewhere from rural
Oklahoma, Turner said. "I believe it hap-
pened because there is a shortage of af-
fordable rural housing in this state. Sen-
ate Bill 1281 should reverse that trend."

Turner said the measure is designed to
replace dilapidated houses with new and
improved housing, especially in small
communities of Oklahoma. "It should
increase the value of real estate in those
areas and improve the quality of life for
everyone involved," he said.

What Are They Learning Over There?

By Kim Cooper-Hart

The Holdenville Democrat, who is a
member of the House Committee on
Agriculture and Rural Development
and chairman of the House's Eco-
nomic Development Committee, said
ad valorem taxes will be abated from
two to five years for new construction
or remodeled homes in a housing re-
investment district.

* A newly built residence on property
where no home previously was lo-
cated within a 10-year period will be
exempt from ad valorem taxes for two
years.

*A newly constructed home on prop-
erty where a residence was previously
located within a 10-year period will
be exempt from ad valorem taxes for
a period of three years.

*Qr, a residence to which improve-
ments have been made in an amount
that increases the fair cash value of
the property by at least $20,000 will
be exempt from ad valorem taxes for
five years.

Turner said a housing reinvestment
district can be created in a municipal-
ity or county supporting a population
of less than 300,000 people and the

percentage change in population is less
than the national average, according to
the most recent census. That area would
include all of Oklahoma outside of urban
Oklahoma City and Tulsa, Turner noted.

SB 1281 authorizes establishing a hous-
ing reinvestment district through written
consent from every taxing entity located
within the boundaries of the proposed
district, the vocational educator said.

A school district or taxing entity can pro-
vide an ad valorem tax exemption
through a contractual arrangement with
the municipal or county governing body.
Any loss of revenue from such an ex-
emption will be absorbed by the school
district, the bill decrees.

Turner said he was involved with rural
housing long before he was elected to the
House of Representatives. "While serv-

(Continued on page 5)
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As a hiring manager in a previous
career, [ was often assigned booth duty
at High-Tech Career Day on the
corporate campus. Interest in most of
the applicants was, unfortunately short-
lived because they were unable to
answer this key question: How can you
transfer what you learned in your
program to this job? It’s a good
question because the “You’re hired!”
answer would synthesize the academic
program and the professional
requirements. Whether planning a
computer system or a community
vision, it’s good to know how your
student and graduate team members
have been prepared for the real world as

it exists in your workplace. Here are a
few highlights of the planning theory,
current practices and relevant issues
studied by some of our OU Regional
and City Planning graduate students
this Spring.

e [Land Use Law and Practices

Given state enabling legislation,
prevailing case law and current
practices, describe how to best
quantify and negotiate
accommodations for transportation,
education, and environmental needs
resulting from a proposed residential
development 50 rural acres by the lake
just outside of town. How do you

balance the need for growth and its
inevitable impacts with constitutionally
valid practices?

e  Urban Impact Analysis and
Presentation

Conduct, deliver, and defend impact
studies, tailored for both the layperson
and the expert. What is the effect of
big-box retailers on the region and
community? How might economic
development practices produce various
changes in a region’s base employment
and affect population, employment,
and housing? Be poised and
accountable for the source, accuracy,
(Continued on page 6)

Page 2

OKLAHOMA PLANNER



Top Ten Planning Websites

Rich Carson is the editor for the
“Urban and Regional Planning” cate-
gory of the Open Directory Project
(DMOZ). The Project is the core di-
rectory services for the Web’s largest
search engines, including Netscape,
AOL, Google, Lycos, and hundreds of
others. The following are Rich’s picks
of the top planning websites.

About Planning

http://planneronline.homestead.com/
NewPlanningMeridian.html

If you cannot find it here, then it
doesn’t exist. Web links, news stories,
commentary, university offerings and
employment regarding urban planning,
growth management, smart growth and
new urbanism.

American Planning Association
Http://www.planning.org

Professional association organized to
advance the art and science of planning
and to foster the activity of planning —
physical, economic and social — at the
local, regional, state and national lev-
els.

Center on Urban and Metropolitan
Policy
http://www.brook.edu/es/urban

Brookings Institution research center
focus on cities and their metropolitan
areas, and the impact upon them of
government policies, private sector
actions, and national trends. Includes
articles and research studies.

Cyburbia
http://www.cyburbia.org

Planning resource center contains a

comprehensive directory of internet re-
sources relevant to the built environ-
ment. Also contains information about
related mailing lists and Usenet news-
groups, and hosts several interactive
message areas.

Links for Planners
http://www.crp.cornell.edu/lfp

Directory of links set up for Cornell’s
planning students; but is useful for any-
one involved or interested in Urban
Planning.

New Urbanism
http://www.newurbanism.org

New Urbanism may be the most impor-
tant planning movement this century. It
is the revival of our lost art of place-
making, and is essentially a re-ordering
of the built environment into the form of
complete towns. New Urbanism pro-
motes the creation and restoration of
compact, walkable, mixed-use neighbor-
hoods, towns, and cities.

Planetizen
http://www.planetizen.com

Urban Planning & Development News,
Jobs, & Events. PLANetizen is a public
interest information exchange for the
urban planning and development com-
munity. We provide a daily, one-stop
source for urban planning news, job op-
portunities, commentary and events.

Plannersweb
http://www.plannersweb.com

Planning Commissioners Journal site has
resources for planning commissions and
zoning boards. Topic material on zoning
ordinances, land use, comprehensive

plans, master
plans, subdivi-
sion regula-
tion, transpor-
tation, hous-
ing, urban de-
sign, takings-property rights, and the
impacts of information technology on
cities and towns.

Smart Growth Network
http://www.smartgrowth.org
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The Network was formed in response
to increasing community concerns
about the need for new ways to grow
that boost the economy, protect the en-
vironment, and enhance community
vitality. The Network’s partners in-
clude environmental groups, historic
preservation organizations, professional
organizations, developers, real estate
interests; local and state government
entities.

Sustainable Development Center
http://www.sustainable.doe.gov

US Department of Energy site offers a
host of useful information to help you
understand the concept of sustainable
development. You’ll find overview
articles, slide shows, links to other
sources of information, recommended
books and videos, and educational ma-
terials and programs that can help your
community in its sustainable develop-
ment efforts.

Originally published by the APA Informa-
tion Technology Division
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&QOKAPA Workshop
& With HyettPalma, Inc. an

S September 9-10, 2002 1.

Cox Business Center in Downtown OKC

Information available at:

www.okplanning.org

SPNCE DATA SYSTEN\S, INC.

Winner of Oklahoma Center for Advancement

of Science & Technology Award.

GIS digmzing of maps & aerial photos.
High technology development strategies.
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Example Projects 2002:

1-City of Moore GIS of all buildings, parcels, utilities,
roads, zoning & flood zones for <§15k. City saved >350k!
2-Space satellite industry trends and workforce education
strategy for South Western Oklahoma State U.

Read about our planning work in January 2002
issue of the Journal of the American Planning A iatit

e-mail Chris Shove, President: cshove@spacedatasystems.com

405-579-3806
(Fax)-573-1930

www.spacedatasystems.com

PO Box 720943
Norman, OK 73070}
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SMART Codes in Oklahoma by Michael Southard, AICP

In May, Governor Keating enacted
House Bill 2680 into law. HB 2680
authorizes municipalities to adopt
SMART codes (Rehab Codes) to en-
courage the redevelopment of existing
structures. The law amends Title 11,
Section 104-7 (C) by stating,
“Municipalities may adopt the “New
Jersey Smart Code” building standard
for purposes of rehabilitation to exist-
ing structures that were completed prior
to November 1, 1985.”

The intent of this law is to eliminate the
building codes as a disincentive to re-
habilitating older buildings and to en-
sure an adequate supply of affordable
housing which is a concern throughout
the state and in most cities. Previous
laws passed in New Jersey and Mary-
land have seen considerable redevelop-
ment in business districts and older
neighborhoods that had seen little to no
investment for several decades.

In February 2001, the City of Shawnee
amended their building code to refer-
ence a modified version of the New
Jersey Code. The International Build-
ing Council (IBC) is scheduled to re-
lease the International Existing Struc-
tures Code in mid 2003, which closely
resembles the New Jersey Rehab Sub-
Code. The City of Tulsa adopted the
draft version of this document as their
guide for rehabilitation.

Rehabilitation of existing buildings is
important for several reasons. Rede-
velopment of urban areas preserves ex-

Housing act

isting open space and helps reduce the
amount of suburban sprawl. This im-
proves the quality of life for the juris-
diction’s residents and reduces the im-
pact of development on the environ-
ment. Renovating existing buildings in
urban areas conserves natural resources
by requiring less building material than
is used to construct a new structure.

There is housing stock available in
many communities that remains un-
tapped, in part because rehabilitation
projects are required to bring buildings
into compliance with current building
codes for new construction. For new
buildings, complying with the construc-
tion code is a straightforward proc-
ess. Materials to be used, processes to
be followed, and safety standards to be
met are clearly stated, and the cost of
compliance is predictable. It is much
less so in the case of existing build-
ings.

In August 2001, the US Dept. of HUD
released a document called, Smart
Codes in Your Community: A guide to
building rehabilitation codes. This re-
port provides a broad overview of the
general regulatory environment govern-
ing the use and reuse of existing build-
ings. It also provides examples of state
and local efforts to reduce regulatory
complexity and suggests possible
strategies to help spur reinvestment in
the existing building infrastructure.
The document is available at www.
huduser.org/publications/destech/
smartcodes.html.

You can also visit the websites for the

states of New Jersey (www.state.nj.us)
and Maryland (www.state.md.us), each
of which have online versions and nar-
ratives. The City of Shawnee’s
SMART Code is available for
download from their website as well,
www.shawneeok.org.

Wreckers or Builders?

Author Unknown

(Continued from page 2)

ing as a rural development coordinator
at the Wes Watkins Technology Center
in Wetumka, I was involved with stra-
tegic planning for rural communities,"
he said. "The largest community I as-
sisted had a population of 5,000 people.
The No. 1 problem for every one of
those small communities was the lack
of affordable housing. I came to the
Legislature with rural housing as my

main agenda."

The Oklahoma Housing Reinvestment
Program Act is expected to remain ac-
tive until January 2013, and it can be
renewed if it's successful, Turner noted.
The bill passed the Legislature last
month and recently was signed into law
by Gov. Frank Keating. Sen. Ted
Fisher, D-Sapulpa, was the principal
author.

| watched them tearing a building down,

A gang of men in a busy town.

With a ho-heave-ho and lusty vell,

They swung a beam and a sidewall fell.

| asked the foreman, "Are these men skilled,
As the men you'd hire if you had to build?"
He gave me a laugh and said, "No indeed!
Just common labor is all | need.

| can easily wreck in a day or two

What builders have taken a year to do."
And | tho't to myself as | went my way,
Which of these two roles have | tried to
play?

Am | a builder who works with care,
Measuring life by the rule and square?
Am | shaping my deeds by a well-made
plan,

Patiently doing the best | can?

Or am | a wrecker who walks the town,
Content with the labor of tearing down?
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OKLAHOMA CHAPTER OF THE
AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION

1612 N Broadway
Shawnee, OK 74804

Phone: 405-214-0103
Fax: 405-878-1587
Sheila Southard
SheSouthard@aol.com

Making Great Communities
Happen.

Learning

OKAPA Officers

(Continued from page 2)

relevance, and comprehensible
presentation of data. Describe the
trade-offs for the regions and
communities and examine the
planner’s role in economic and
community development.

e  Geographic and Demographic
Information Mapping

Identify and map out correlations
between land use and demographics
for business site location,
environmental justice, and housing
discrimination. Where is the best site
for a new day care center given the
distribution of age and income,
transportation routes, and competitors’
sites? Do affordable housing residents
have to travel further than “standard
housing” suburbanites for certain
services and conveniences? Is there a
high concentration of poverty near
hazardous waste sites? Use GIS to

import data, create tables, and display
the geographic and demographic
relationships.

e  Subdivision Planning

Explain the rationale for and apply
traditional neighborhood design
principles to layout multi-modal
transportation routes, open space,
housing, commercial, retail, and
community facilities on 20 acres
abutting a floodplain.

As you can see, the OU RCPL
professors join a variety of current
issues with fundamentals. We want
you to know that at OU we are
building a system of planning
knowledge and best-practice tools to
ensure that we are prepared for your
real world... and that we can tell you
how!

President

Mike Southard, AICP

Msouthard@shawneeok.org

405-878-1665

Vice-President/PDO

Bob Wolfram, AICP

Rwwolfram@ci.sand-springs.ok.us

918-246-2573
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Steve Boettcher, AICP

Sboettcher@incog.org

918-584-7526
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Richard Rolison, AICP

Rrolison@cityofsapulpa.net

918-248-5917
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Nancy McNayr, AICP
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